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san
ambassador
forthe
MSAsGo
~\ Motorsport
" initiative,
= ‘ 0 I'm very
g passmnate aboutgrassroots
motorsportand, in particular,
thingsthatare cheap toenter.
Twelve-carnavigational rallies
certainlyfitthat bill-youcando
them in your ownroad car
withouta special competition
licence orany bespoke equipment
beyond a 2B pencil and torch.
Toprovehow easy itis, Idecided
tohave a gomyself. Igot the Go
Motorsportteamtosortouta
suitableevent, carand a decent
team-mate.
‘Weenrolled the driving skills of
¥ AndreasMikkelsenthanksto
. SkodaUK. Asthenewlycrowned
* Intercontinental Rally Challenge
champion, Andreasisinthehunt-
fingers crossed—tojoin Sébastien
' Ogierat Volkswagen in 2013
and thus wasaperfectchoice. At
22yearsoldthistall, lean
Norwegianalsohasthetalent
behind the wheel to bea future
WRC champion.
Beforeourchosenroad rally—

Ie success Andreas M| :
' emﬁ IS

tomymeh Gear co-presenter Tiff
Neeﬁe]l He mshedmagoodluck

navigatingandnaturally
n toodI'd bereadingamapof
so' sort, whichisn’texactlymy
istsubject:Icangetlostina
rpark. Despitesix yearsinthe
Jitbecameapparent Andreas
uallycluelessabout the
artsof 12-carnavigational
Butyouknowyou'rein for
;good time when youmeetina
~ pub.Ourstartingpointwasthe
GlobeInn in Snarestone, just
" southof Ashby-de-la-Zouchin
1Lt hi

Mereifully astotalnovices, we

% ! : . 5 = weregivenallthecluestothe
Butler-Henderson . / S e 60-milerally 40 minutes before our
| and Mikkelsen try ! - B S allotted starttime. Themore

¢ | to decipher a map

LEARNS THE HARDWAY

Andreas Mikkelsen might be thisyear'sIRC still an awful lot of laughing going onin the Fabia, “Navigational rallies are also really cheaptodo,as ~ BEHE el sVl d eI Sk
champion, buta 12-carrallywas a new and itdidn't stop her trying to find the right roads youcandotheminaroad car. Wedidoureventina  KSRets el =a e e Rier21010 0 00

experience for him. Thisis how he fared: andgetting onwithit. She s really tough and her road-going Skoda FabiavRS, which was thefirst
“ltwas different to anything lhave done before. navigational skillsimpressed mealot, becauseshe timeI'd driven one. The country lanes were bumpy
We don't have eventslike thatin Norway, soitwas was spot-oneverytime. and narrow, but the carwas really impressive and
. completely new to me. We misunderstood “Navigational rallies are a fantastic way to startin performance-wise it was more than you needto
.~ eventhingandthoughtwe neededtogoasquickly  motorsport. They're more usefulforthe co-driverto  have agreattime.
. aspossible, sowithin thefirstmile orsowe'd learn map reading and timing thanitis fordriver “The car ran faultlessly and —apart from some
! . caughtthree cars! Wemissedall the boards that training. It's still importantforayoungdrivertogain  sickpplastered down the outside — at the finish it was
.| weneededtofind and eventuallyended up with experience any way he can, butit'sthe perfect still in mint condition.
. fourhours of penalties. placeforabudding co-driver to start offandl can “Itwould be really nice to do a navigational rally
| ‘“ltwasreally greatfun, though, and Ihad areally now see why Britain has produced so many top again sometime in the future — especially now!|

nice time with Vicki. She got carsick, buttherewas  world championship co-drivers overthe years. knowwhat we're supposedtodo..”
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Mikkelsen tries to work out
where he's going next

experienced teamsare giventhem
individually onarrivalatthe
various checkpointsand then
work them outonthe waytothe |
nextone.It’'sno wonder Britain £
hasproduced somany top 15
co-driversbecausetheyneedsome |
sharpbrainpower. As it was, Thad

toask for some grown-uphelpto
plotmostof theroute.

Theseentry-leveleventsare
muchmorethan navigating
through lanes aftersunset. You
have toarriveat checkpointsnota
momenttooearlyortoolate,
deciphera seriesof crypticclues
tohelpploteach stage, look outfor
‘proof of passage’ boardstoshow
youwentthe correct way, and keep
acloseeyeonthe clock.

Tobehonestthe challengeblew
myhead, butThadfaithin Andreas
andoursteed—a 180bhp Skoda
FabiavRS which isthe closest
showroom versiontoAndreas’s
Fabia 82000 competition car:

Setting off like whippets outof
the trap, we showed ourtotallack ‘
of experience by overtaking it
everyone, which completely s |
missed thepoint. Although we ;
reached thefirstfew checkpoints '
on time, we had missedloads of ol
POPboardsand thenhada g
frustratingwaitas the other cars i ;

I

leap-frogged back pastusatthe
hextcheckpoint. The average
speed isrestricted tojust30mph,
whichwe thendulyadheredto,but
itwastoolateformy stomach ia
which emptied itself of pubgrub = 1
down the side of ourshiny green it
car Atspeed, too: Iinsisted fit
Andreasdidn’tpull over... e
Wecracked onandnavigatedto i
thefinish. We weren’t quitelast, \
butif we’'d beenlessspeedyatthe ‘
startand spotted allthe POPs, we
would have been second...
Thadagreatlaughthough, and it
was afun waytospend a Tuesday
evening. Youexercise yourbrain,
enjoyplentyof goodbanterand ’
participatein agreatsportwith |
somehealthy competition, and the
darknessof the nightaddsabitof
magmtotheproceedmgs
Allthatforagl5entryanda
coupleof gallonsof fuel...m
Youcanwatch thepair tacklethe
rally on Fifth Gear this week. Visit
gomotorsport.net for moredetails




